phosphatase being a chance finding. However when we reviewed the cases reported in the medical literature between 40-60% did actually have symptoms of failure to thrive or gastrointestinal disturbance.l14 This therefore appears to be a common clinical association.
In all our cases radiology and other liver function tests were normal. Isoenzymes were measured in six cases and all but one showed either a mixture of liver and bone activity or bands between the two, typical of THI.1
There was a tendency for our cases to cluster during the autumn and winter months; this has been previously documented. environment pay more dividends than educational awareness programmes.4 5 However such conclusions may unwittingly convey to developing countries that these strategies are mutually exclusive. For instance, in a symposium on injury prevention and social responsibility organised in this institute on WHO day, the delegates were equivocal in their emphasis on the environment and education. We think that these approaches are interdependent and reflect the dynamics of socioeconomic and political processes of a particular society. Improvements in the environment cannot come about without society demanding it, and this later phenomenon of peoples' assertion is unlikely to come from populations who lack awareness and education.
In the epidemiology of injury the conventional classification of children's mortality statistics into an age group 5 to 14 years fails to differentiate and delineate the prevention of risks peculiar to distinct lifestyles of children who are aged less than 9 and those who are older. Instead, for the epidemiology of injury children should be subdivided into 5-9 and 10-14 year age groups. This would encourage a better epidemiological understanding of age related problems and facilitate effective interventions in the hazardous host-agent-environment relationship. For example, children under the age of about 9 years do not have the necessary perceptual abilities to assess all the sensory inputs of the accident scenario such as traffic signals, etc, and hence they are unable to make a quick decision to avoid the accident. For this particular age group education of the parents and environmental changes play a major part compared with education aimed at modifying the behaviour of children. This latter strategy impinges upon the normal development of children by suppressing their natural instincts and curiosity for exploring their environment. On the other hand children older than 9 may benefit from educational programmes to boost the effects of environmental measures. 
